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he could not have told the reason for it: a
decision had arisen out of his instinct. He
was then almost an unknown man. Had
the letter failed, he would have seemed a
crack-brained fool to his life's end; but
the calculation of his genius was justified.
He had, as men of his type have often,
given an expression to the hidden popular
desires ; and the expression of the hidden
is the daring of the mind. When he had
spoken, so many others spoke that the
thing was taken out of the mouths of the
leaders, it was as though some power
deeper than our daily thought had spoken,
and men recognised that common instinct,
that common sense which is genius. Men
like him live near this power because of
something simple and impersonal within
them which is, as I believe, imaged in the
fire of their minds, as in the shape of their
bodies and their faces.
I do not think I have known another
man whose motives were so entirely pure,
so entirely unmixed with any personal
calculation, whether of ambition, of prud-
ence or of vanity. He caught up into his
imagination the public gain as other men
their private gain. For much of his life